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Figure 1. Independent Left Third Party Vote Shares, U.S. and Canada,
1867-2009
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() May Day- What is May Day, Why We Celebrate, Traditions, & More (nationaltoday.com)
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(Y) The Phantom Limb (jacobin.com)

(¥) New Democratic Party (NDP)

(8) Independent Third Left Party (ILTP)

() The Phantom Limb (jacobin.com)

(V) The Cooperative Commonwealth Federation(CCF)

(M) National Industrial Recovery Act 1933(NIRA)

(%) National Labor Relations Act 1935 (NLRA)

() *) American Federation of Labor (AFL)

(YY) Congress of Industrial Organizations (ClO)

(YY) Trades and Labour Congress (TLC)

(YY) Canadian Congress of Labour (CLC)

(' ¥) Jig> <wiiils | The Leap Manifesto

(Y8) It's Their Party (jacobin.com)

() 7) Labor Day: Why America Celebrates Labor Day in September, Not May 1 - American Post

(YY) Labor Day: Why America Celebrates Labor Day in September, Not May 1 - American Post

(Y A) https://www.thestar.com/business/2022/02/12 /after-years-of-decline-the-percentage-of-unionized-workers-is-
increasing-again-and-the-pandemic-is-likely-the-reason.html

() 9) https://news.gallup.com/poll/354455/approval-labor-unions-highest-point-1965.aspx
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https://jacobin.com/2016/11/labor-third-party-us-canada-ccf-ndp-democrats-unions/
http://www.cbc.ca/history/EPISCONTENTSE1EP13CH3PA1LE.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Industrial_Recovery_Act_of_1933
https://www.nlrb.gov/guidance/key-reference-materials/national-labor-relations-act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Federation_of_Labor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congress_of_Industrial_Organizations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trades_and_Labor_Congress_of_Canada
https://canadianlabour.ca/
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Workers" Bulletin, Organization of Iranian People’s Fadaian (Majorty)

We Support the Iranian Labor’s Demands @)
The Editorial Board of the Workers’ Bulletin,
Organization of Iranian People’s Fadaian - Majority

After years of careful grassroots and community-based organizing by the Iranian labor, we are
now witnessing a new development in the struggles of Iranian workers for their rights to organize
in their freely elected and independent unions, and to broadly voice their demands. At the same
time, the government of the Iranian president, Ebrahim Raisi, is violating the rights of Iranian labor
and retired people by forcing its austerity measures upon them. The austerity measures are
enforced under the rubric of “economic surgery” and are meant to keep the growing inflation and
the widening economic crisis at bay. The Iranian government does not have a clear policy to curb
the unbridled inflation. Instead, it proceeds, with bankrupt neoliberal policies that include currency
fluctuations and the removal of staple food subsidies. Thus, the government fuels broad public
discontent and ubiquitous social protests. Meanwhile, it is clear that without structural reforms in
the political, executive, judicial and legislative branches of the government; without reforming the
banking and economic sectors; without the abolition of the system of guardianship of religious
personalities; and, without reconstructing Iran’s regional and international relations, the current
regime’s crises cannot be quelled.

The crisis that has now engulfed Iran is different from what caused the protests of January 2016,
and November 2018. In those days, the Islamic Republic of Iran had greater domestic strength,
and enjoyed better support among the middle classes. But today, the system is in a weaker
position and there has been a large drop in the number of people supporting the regime!
Meanwhile, Iran’s labor movement has moved to the streets. This movement is serious about its
goals and has come to settle its demands with the Islamic Republic. Before moving its protests to
the streets, labor activists did their best to voice their demands through ordinary channels,
including letter writing campaigns, meetings with the employers and government representatives,
and labor negotiations. These efforts did not help them fulfil labor's demands. For some time now,
there has been no other way but to take those demands to the streets.

The central issue of the Iranian labor’s crisis is job insecurity and insufficient income that can
barely provide the wage earners with basic subsistence. People’s inability to attain a basic
livelihood is forcing many to migrate internally, away from their ancestral homelands where their
family, community, and ethnic group reside. Poverty has fueled gender violence and has harmed
women's employment status and salary level. Underemployment has forced the specialized labor,
to leave the country. This, in turn, has harmed Iran’s production readiness and capabilities.
Workers’ demands were initially focused on their working conditions, job security, and regular
payment of sufficient income to provide the basics of a life lived in dignity. Workers shared these
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demands with the rest of the society. This brought the organized labor and their communities
closer to each other and has helped to develop a national solidarity movement.

As the crisis widened, workers’ strikes and protests moved to the streets. Alongside this
development, the anti-labor apparatus of the Islamic Republic further harmed workers' living with
anti-labor laws that ignored workers’ demands, just as they gave legislative wins and support to
the wealthy business owners and the powerful rentier class. This placed the working class on the
opposite side of the law. Meanwhile the government tried to discourage labor representatives
from pursuing their demands by ensnaring them in endless and corrosive meetings. In turn,
security forces continued to confront the protesters with sticks, interrogations, intimidations and
arrests. This was an effort to terrorize and discourage the activists and alienate them from their
community.

For years, the demands of workers and wage earners have been left unmet and neglected by the
government. In some cases, workers were prevented from forming legally recognized
independent trade unions. But these efforts were not successful. With the closure of factories and
production centers, thousands of workers became unemployed and deprived of any financial
means. Many among the employed workers were not paid by their employers for months. Data
shows that as unemployed workers lost their homes, their families disintegrated. Some, including
children as young as 12 years old turn to prostitution, Many, including children as young as 6 or
7 hold menials jobs, selling goods or services on the streets. Employed workers with insufficient
income scrape together what is needed for a frugal living. Additionally, retired workers whose
small pensions have not kept up with the mind bugling inflation cannot begin to cover their
expenses, nor their medical bills. As a result, retirees and other pensioners have joined the street
protests, and have been organizing nationwide actions under unbearable summer heat. Among
their actions are agit-prop theatrical events that demonstrate poor people’s lunch spreads with
empty plates, at the entrances to government offices. There they invite the officials in charge of
their welfare to their symbolic feasts of hunger.

It is under these conditions that people who have lost their hopes and trust in the government's
ability to improve their living conditions, see no choice but to take to the streets. With the
expansion of the above mentioned, country wide protests, Iran’s labor movement is extending its
reach and making its demands well known. Retirees and pensioners are also making it known
that they have an inalienable right to live a life of dignity with adequate social benefits! They inform
the public about the way successive Iranian governments took over the country’s pension funds
and tampered with them. Now the government dodge paying the pensioners adequate salaries
and has endangered the livelihood of thousands of people across the country.

One may ask, where will the dissatisfactions arisen at the national level, and loudly announced in
street protests, lead us? It is feared that the present economic crisis can easily lead to hunger
induced riots. A situation that can turn violent and bloody if carelessly confronted by security
forces. Instead of addressing the economic crisis and labor’'s demands the government is labeling
the protests as acts manufactured by foreign countries, aiming to drive a wedge between the
protesters and other citizens. But the valuable experiences of the organizers and their clear
understanding of the movement’s demands have led Iran’s labor to insist on its demands and
continue its close ties with civil organizations including local societies, councils and cooperatives.
Despite the arrests of a number of prominent labor activists and leaders, the movement is not
willing to back down. Instead, protesters attend street demonstrations and walks along with their
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families and fill public spaces with their presence and demands, as they call for the immediate
release of their imprisoned leaders.

We have been asked about our duties toward this movement. As we observe the security forces
repeatedly raid the homes of activists and attack the demonstrations, we must follow up their
cases, demand the immediate release of imprisoned labor activists in each and every case, and
assist the protestors. We need to build independent channels to broadcast the protestors’ class-
based messages, and expose the terror and intimidation that the security raids on their homes
cause. We must also support the protesters’ families. Exposing the operations of the security
police of the oppressive Islamic Republic of Iran should be placed on the agenda of all labor
organizations and civil societies. Labor activists must feel secure by the knowledge of the support
they receive from their fellow activists and local communities.

Iran’s civil societies have heard the demands of the laboring classes. They have also heard the
voices of human rights defenders and street protesters, and have shown their support for those
demands. The growing poverty and injustice have brought Iran’s citizens closer to each other and
have made labor's demands to be their demands as well. We support the demands of Iran’s
laboring classes! We support the protestors who brave the streets and strive to disclose the
suppression of the security forces. We support the demands and the struggles of teachers,
retirees, and laboring classes of our country!

The striking project workers of Navrood, Kanan

Retired workers of shoosh protesting the insufficiency of their pensions

Notes:
(1) This translation is loosely based on the article titled “Az Motalebat e Zahmatkeshan e Iran Poshtibani
Mikonim”, published in Bulletin e Kargani (Workers’ Bulletin), No. 249, Mordad, 1401. (August, 2022)
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